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Preliminary reports on copepods (Crustacea) parasitic on polychaete (Annelida) specimens found
from the invertebrate collection of the National Institute of Polar Research
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'Graduata School of Science and Technology, Kagoshima University
’National Institute of Polar Research

Copepods have evolved a diversity of highly modified body types to suite their varied lifestyles, such as planktonic, benthic,
and parasitic. Especially on parasitic species, reduction and loss of appendages and simplification of the general body are
hallmarks of adaptation for their hosts, feeding types, and so on. In marine, various vertebrates and invertebrates are utilized as
hosts of copepods. Polychaeta is a one of the major hosts group for copepods, and more than 120 species of copepods have
been found from them in marine of all around the world. Since several species of parasitic copepods have been found from
polychacte worms from waters around Antarctic region, the true species diversity is partially revealed. Based on the
background, we conducted a short term survey on specimens of polychaete worms collected from Antarctic waters which are
stored in the invertebrate collection of the National Institute of Polar Research. From our examination, at least three species of
parasitic copepods were found from various worms. In this presentation, we show results of species identifications of copepods
based on external morphology.
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