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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF ICHIHARA

* ,‘"5 v . 1-1-1 KOKUBUNJI - DAl CHUO ICHIHARA CITY
CHIBA PREFECTURE 290-8501 JAPAN

August 9%, 2019

Prof. Makoto Okada

Representative of Lower-Middle Pleistocene Boundary GSSP Proponent Team
College of Sciences, Ibaraki University

2-1-1 Bunkyo, Mito, Ibaraki 310-8512, Japan

Dear Makoto Okada

Re: Free Access for Research and Permanent Protection of the GSSP Site for the Chiba Section.

With respect to the requirements for a GSSP to have (a) free access for research to the type-section for all
stratigraphers regardless of their nationality, and (b) guarantees from the respective authority
concerning free access for research and permanent protection of the site (as set forth in the revised
guidelines for the establishment of global chronostratigraphic standards by the International
Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS)), Ichihara city states the following:

1)

2)

3)

The Chiba section and surrounding area as set forth in the gazette attached hereto as Exhibit A
(28,500 m? hereinafter this “Area”) was designated as a natural monument by the Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan on October 15, 2018, and the same was
publicly announced on the gazette as of the same date attached hereto as Exhibit A. As a result of
this designation, the Area will be permanently protected and managed by Ichihara city, who has been
designated as the management organization set forth in the Act for the Protection of Cultural
Properties regarding the Area.

Ichihara City already obtains enough lands for necessary research on related layers including the
proposed GSSP site. However, in most cases, researchers need to enter private lands to reach those
lands. Therefore, Ichihara City prepares a city ordinance to ensure free access to those lands for the
rock sampling from outcrops on there by researchers regardless of their nationality by prohibiting
owners of private lands in the area specified in the ordinance (including the Area) to deny or regulate
access to their lands for rock sampling without due cause. I publicly released the intents of Ichihara
City to enact this city ordinance by at the press conference, which was extensively covered by media
and attracted remarkable attention. Ichihara City is proceeding on the necessary procedures and
expects the enactment of this ordinance in September, 2019. The city will also establish a guideline
for rock sampling from outcrops in the area including the Area continuously.

In closing, Ichihara City would like to mention its intention to contribute to the progress of global
academic studies through maintaining and drawing the type-section upon in the future.
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KOIDE, Joji
Mayor of Ichihara City
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