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Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting

International scientifi c research bodies and others engaged in polar research

Progress of international joint projects
Japan is engaged in joint Antarctic research projects with Australia, Belgium, Germany, Sweden  the US,  and other countries. As well 

as obtaining effi ciently outcomes that would not be achievable by one country alone, we also participate in international research projects 
involving multiple nations (such as the SuperDARN network), and have obtained the fruits of joint research with other countries.

In the international community, we have emphasized the ideal nature of the Antarctic Treaty System, the 
protection of the Antarctic environment, and the importance of the Antarctic, and have thus contributed to 
world peace. We promote international exchanges with globalization of NIPR as well as JARE.

Maintaining and developing the Antarctic Treaty system
The Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1959 by twelve countries including 

Japan. Now, more than half a century later, it has 50 party states, and 
plays an increasingly important role in maintaining peace, promoting 
scientifi c observation and freezing territorial claims in the Antarctic. By 
maintaining and developing the system of this Antarctic Treaty, Japan 
has contributed to the international management of the Antarctic.

International collaboration under SCAR and COMNAP
We have cooperated closely in scientifi c efforts, such as holding symposia and conducting joint research under the Scientifi c Committee 

on Antarctic Research (SCAR) affi liated to the International Council for Science (ICSU). A number of subgroups have been created in three 
scientifi c groups. SCAR focuses on coordinating the Scientifi c Research Programs shown in the fi gure below with six ones in progress. 
Meanwhile, we have built a system of international cooperation for operating Antarctic observation within the framework of the Council of 
Managers of National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP).

The increasing importance of international collaboration in Antarctica

International Cooperation


