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 “Antarctic Class” by wintering party 
members

S i n c e  t h e  4 5 t h 
Antarctic Research 
Expedition Wintering 
Party, an “Antarctic 
Class”   has been 
t r a n s m i t t e d  t o 
schools that have 
some connect ion 
with the wintering 
party members (their 
old schools, schools 
at tended by thei r 
children, etc.) and 
their communities. 
Transmissions have 
been made about 
20-30 times a year 
since then, making 
t h i s  an  ou t reach 
activity that brings 
the Antarctic closer 
to children. 
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These are almost totally unique initiatives whereby satellite communications are used to link the front line 
of polar science research (the National Institute of Polar Research) and Polar sites (Research Expeditions) 
with children and teachers (sites of education). They open young people’s eyes to the wonders of polar 
regions, and impart interest in and enthusiasm for polar science. As such, they could be said to have a 
signifi cant social impact.

Antarctic Teacher Dispatch Program
Under a new initiative starting with the 51st Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition, 

accompanied teachers broadcast “Antarctic Classes” from Syowa Station to their schools 
and local communities. After their return to Japan, the teachers continue to engage in 
outreach activities designed to impart a better understanding of the Antarctic.

Junior High School and High School Polar Science Contest 
and Arctic / Antarctic Junior Forum

Under these initiatives, research and observation proposals are broadly 
canvassed from junior and senior high school students. After a screening 
process, the most outstanding proposals are put into practice by Research 
Expeditions in polar region, and the results are shared via TV conferences using 
satellite communications. By investigating issues the students themselves fi nd 
interesting, these initiatives have raised interest in polar regions and science. 
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