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AFoPS annual meeting held in Malaysia, 2013.

Two Thai nationals (including one researcher) 
joined the 51st JARE, and their research 
activities in the Antarctic were reported in the 
Thai media.

Five AFoPS participants from China, Republic 
of Korea and Malaysia in a winter training 
course for JARE55 candidates, held in Norikura 
Highland in early March 2013.

Given the large number of countries developing relatively late in Antarctic observation, Japan, with its 
long history as an original signatory of the Antarctic Treaty, has played a role in cooperation by conveying 
its tradition of JAREs. This is contributing to collaboration with the other countries of Asia.

Organization of AFoPS
Five Asian countries (Japan, China, Republic 

of Korea, India and Malaysia) have established 
the Asian Forum for Polar Sciences (AFoPS) 
to encourage and facilitate cooperation for the 
advance of polar sciences among the countries. 
Member countries will collaborate in striving to 
(1) provide a foundation for cooperative research 
activities, (2) present Asian achievements toward 
international polar communities, and (3) encourage 
more Asian countries’ involvements in polar 
sciences.

Participation in JAREs under the AFoPS 
framework

As well as receiving Chinese and South Korean 
participants in JAREs, researchers from Thailand (a 
country with no record of Antarctic observation) also 
joined observation missions. We support moves into 
Antarctic observation by countries without previous 
experience in this fi eld.

Mutual exchanges with AFoPS 
countries

We have encouraged mutual exchanges among 
AFoPS countries by implementing collaborative 
research programs, inviting young researchers and 
allowing mutual participation in training course for 
expedition personnel, among other efforts.

AFoPS – a new collaboration with Asian countries
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